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Robert Dickens joined the USDA, APHIS, VS, Professional Development Staff in 
November 2004 and serves as a Veterinary Medical Officer and Training 
Specialist.  His primary responsibilities include course development and 
facilitation.  Prior to his current position, he worked for three years with the North 
Carolina Department of Agriculture's Emergency Programs Division. In this 
capacity, he served as surveillance coordinator developing web-based 
surveillance systems and the North Carolina Notification and Alert System 
(AGNAS).  Dr. Dickens also led the state’s strategic GIS task force, which was 
dedicated to developing medical applications of GIS in North Carolina. He was 
active in writing legislation governing the reporting of animal diseases, 
particularly zoonotic diseases in North Carolina.   Dr. Dickens is a graduate of 
The North Carolina State University.  
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